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Administrative Recommendation:   

 

That the Wichita Falls Independent School District Board of Trustees Board of Trustees review 

changes to policy EIC(REGULATION), which describes the calculation of class rank GPA. 

 

Background/Explanation:   

 

EIC(REGULATION) was updated in 2015 to coincide with new graduation plans as part of 

Texas HB 5. In this new policy, for students with an initial GPA of 4.0 and above, the final class 

rank GPA is determined by a set of 19 specific credits, which include 4 from English, 4 from 

social studies, 2 from LOTE, 4 from math and 5 from science. 

 

For consistency, EIC(REGULATION) defines the specific additional math and science courses 

that can count in the class rank GPA.  However, these lists need to be updated for several 

reasons: 

 The list of courses in EIC(REGULATION) did not account for every possible sequence 

of five science courses that could count toward Class Rank GPA. 

 And, more importantly, parents are confused by the manner in which science and math 

courses are listed, and the intended method for figuring out which courses count toward 

Class Rank GPA. 

After speaking with several administrators, counselors, specialists, and even parents, the 

recommendation is to allow students to select from a list the additional courses (two math, two 

science, and one social studies) which will count toward their Class Rank GPA. 

In other words, in math, science and social studies, if a student takes more courses than those 

required by the 19 credits for class rank GPA, the student should be able to pick which of those 

extra credits/courses will be excluded from this measure.  

Agenda Item:     Discussion of EIC(REGULATION)  

    

Administrator Responsible:   Ward Roberts, Director of Innovation and Advanced Academics 

 

Attachments:    Policy EIC(REGULATION),  
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Science Course Options for Class Rank GPA 
 
In current EIC(REGULATION) (issued 9/24/2015), the five science courses that count toward 
Class Rank GPA are defined as follows: 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics or AP Physics I or Principles of Technology 

 A first additional course taken by the student that appears first on this list:  
IB DP Biology (year 1), IB DP Chemistry (year 1), AP Biology, AP Physics II, Earth and 
Space Science, Environmental Systems, Integrated Physics and Chemistry 

 A second additional course taken by the student that appears first on this list:  
IB DP Biology (year 2), IB DP Chemistry (year 2), AP Environmental Science, AP 
Chemistry, AP Physics C, Anatomy & Physiology, Earth and Space Science paired with 
dual enrollment Earth Wind & Fire, Advanced Animal Science, Forensic Science 

 
For example, suppose a student finishes high school with the following courses: 

Biology, Chemistry, AP Physics I, AP Physics II, AP Biology 
In this case, the Class Rank GPA would count the Biology, Chemistry and AP Physics I 
courses.  Also, AP Biology would count as the first additional course.  However, since the 
student did not take any courses found on the “second additional course” list, he would have 
only 4 courses that count in the Class Rank GPA (instead of the necessary five).  In this case, 
the AP Physics II could not be counted (because it is superseded in the list of “first additional” 
courses by AP Biology, and is not included on the list of “second additional” courses). 
 
Unfortunately, this situation does not meet the original intent of the policy, which was twofold: 

 If a student finishes high school with exactly 5 science credits, then those courses should 
count in the Class Rank GPA. 

 If a student finishes high school with 6 or more science credits, then the District needs some 
way to determine which 5 count in the Class Rank GPA. 

 
A revised policy would change the list of science courses in Class Rank GPA as follows. 

 Biology 

 Chemistry or IPC 

 Physics or Principles of Technology or AP Physics I (whichever course is taken first by 
the student) 

 Any two additional science courses from the list below:  
Anatomy & Physiology 
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 
AP Environmental Science 
AP Physics I (if not already counted) 
AP Physics II 
AP Physics C 
IB DP Biology (year one) 
IB DP Biology (year two) 

IB DP Chemistry (year one) 
IB DP Chemistry (year one) 
Dual enrollment Earth Wind & Fire 
Forensic Science 
Earth & Space Science 
Environmental Systems 
Medical Microbiology 
Advanced Animal Science 

Note: By the end of his/her senior year, if a student is set to complete more than two 
courses from the list above, then the student will be allowed to select which of these 
two additional science courses will count in the final calculation of Class Rank GPA. 

 

  



 

 

Math Course Options for Class Rank GPA 
 
In current EIC(REGULATION) (issued 9/24/2015), the four math courses that count toward 
Class Rank GPA are defined as follows: 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 A first additional course taken by the student that appears first on this list:  
Precalculus, IB Math Studies, Independent Study in Mathematics (which must include 
one semester of dual credit College Algebra), Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, Math 
Models 

 A second additional course taken by the student that appears first on this list:  
AP Calculus BC, AP Calculus AB, AP Statistics, IB Math SL, or (if not already counted 
as the first additional math credit) any of the following courses: IB Math Studies, In-
dependent Study in Mathematics (which must include one semester of dual credit 
College Algebra), Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, Math Models 

 
Note the inclusion of the phrase “or (if not already counted as the first additional math credit) 
any of the following courses…”  This stipulation helps to account for any pairing of two 
additional math courses that can be taken by a student. 
 
A potential issue arises, however, for students who might take more than two additional math 
courses. 
 
A revised policy would change the list of science courses in Class Rank GPA as follows. 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 Any two additional math courses from the list below:  
Precalculus 
AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC 
AP Statistics 
IB Math Studies 
IB Math SL 

IB Math HL 
Independent Study (with dual credit College Algebra) 
Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 
Algebraic Reasoning 
Math Models 
 

Note: By the end of his/her senior year, if a student is set to complete more than two 
courses from the list above, then the student will be allowed to select which of these 
two additional math courses will count in the final calculation of Class Rank GPA. 
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The following provisions will apply only to students who entered 

grade 9 in August 2014 or before. 

 

Grade points will be assigned as follows: 

Numerical 

Grade 

Modified 

Course 

Regular 

Course 

Advanced 

Course 

100–90 
A =  

3 points 

A =  

4 points 

A =  

5 points 

89–80 
B =  

2 points 

B =  

3 points 

B =  

4 points 

79–75 
C =  

1 point 

C =  

2 points 

C =  

3 points 

74–70 
D =  

1 point 

D =  

1 point 

D =  

2 points 

69–0 
F =  

0 points 

F =  

0 points 

F =  

0 points 

 

Modified courses have a significantly reduced coverage of content 

through the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) or have 

a significantly reduced mastery or performance level.  Modified 

courses are scored on a three-point GPA scale. 

Advanced courses include increased rigor and higher academic re-

quirements, so they are scored on a five-point GPA scale.  Ad-

vanced courses include the following designations:  Advanced 

Placement (AP), Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP), International 

Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP), and International Bacca-

laureate Pre-Diploma Program (IB Pre-DP). 

Advanced courses for high school credit (for example, Algebra I) 

can be taken by a student prior to the student’s grade 9 year.  How-

ever, these courses are not included in the calculation of the stu-

dent’s high school GPA. 

Advanced courses do not include courses taken for dual credit, ex-

cept for students who entered high school in August 2014. 

For students who entered high school in August 2014 (or the ex-

pected class of 2018), “dual credit” courses are courses for which 

students receive credit through a college or university, in addition to 

receiving high school credit.  Because these courses are taught on 

STUDENTS WHO 

ENTERED GRADE 9 IN 

AUGUST 2014 OR 

BEFORE 

GRADE POINTS 

MODIFIED 

COURSES 

ADVANCED 

COURSES 

DUAL CREDIT 

COURSES 
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a college level and require that students meet admission require-

ments to the college or university, these courses will be given GPA 

points on a scale higher than regular classes. 

For students who entered high school in August 2014 (or the ex-

pected class of 2018), an additional level will be considered for 

dual credit courses, according to the following chart: 

Numerical 

Grade 

Letter 

Grade 

Dual Credit 

Course 

100–90 A 4.5 

89–80 B 3.5 

79–75 C 2.5 

74–70 D 1.5 

69-0 F 0.0 

 

If any advanced course is repeated, only regular grade points will 

be received. 

A student must complete both semesters of an advanced course in 

order for the course to count on the five-point scale.  If a student 

remains in an advanced course for only one semester and drops 

the class, the student will receive regular grade points. 

The following provisions will apply for students who begin grade 9 

in August 2015 or later. 

 

Grade points will be assigned as follows: 

Grade Advanced 
Dual 

Credit 
Regular Modified 

 69 (F) 0 points 0 points 0 points 0 points 

7071 (D) 1.5 points 1.25 points 1 point 0 points 

7274 (D+) 2 points 1.5 points 1 point 0 points 

7576 (C) 2.5 points 2 points 1.5 points 1 point 

7779 (C+) 3 points 2.5 points 2 points 1 point 

8084 (B) 3.5 points 3 points 2.5 points 1.5 points 

8589 (B+) 4 points 3.5 points 3 points 2 points 

9094 (A) 4.5 points 4 points 3.5 points 2.5 points 

STUDENTS WHO 

ENTERED GRADE 9 IN 

AUGUST 2015 OR 

THEREAFTER 

GRADE POINTS 
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Grade Advanced 
Dual 

Credit 
Regular Modified 

95100 (A+) 5 points 4.5 points 4 points 3 points 

 

Modified courses have a significantly reduced coverage of content 

through the TEKS or have a significantly reduced mastery or per-

formance level.  Modified courses are scored on a three-point GPA 

scale. 

Regular courses address all the content required by the TEKS.  

Regular courses include most traditional academic courses and 

electives.  Regular courses are scored on a four-point GPA scale.  

For purposes of this policy, any credits earned by exam or through 

a correspondence course will be classified as a regular course and 

receive regular grade points. 

Dual credit courses are courses for which students receive credit 

through a college or university, in addition to receiving high school 

credit.  Because these courses are taught on a college level and 

require that students meet admission requirements to the college 

or university, they are given GPA points on a scale (4.5 points), 

which is higher than regular classes. 

Advanced courses include increased rigor and higher academic re-

quirements, so they are scored on a five-point GPA scale.  Ad-

vanced courses include the following designations:  AP, Pre-AP, 

IBDP, and IB Pre-DP. 

An advanced course cannot be repeated for additional grade 

points.  If any advanced course is repeated, advanced grade points 

will only be awarded the first time the course is taken.  Subsequent 

credits will be scored using regular grade points. 

A student may drop from an advanced course to a comparable reg-

ular course during the first or second six-week grading period in a 

semester.  In doing so, the student will receive regular grade points 

for the semester.  To compensate for the reduction in grade points, 

the receiving teacher in the regular course will adjust the incoming 

student’s grades according to the chart below: 

Grade in advanced course 

at the time the course is 

dropped 

Adjusted grade to be rec-

orded by the receiving 

teacher of the regular 

course 

0–49 50 

50–59 60 

MODIFIED 

COURSES 

REGULAR 

COURSES 

DUAL CREDIT 

COURSES 

ADVANCED 

COURSES 
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Grade in advanced course 

at the time the course is 

dropped 

Adjusted grade to be rec-

orded by the receiving 

teacher of the regular 

course 

60–69 70 

70–71 72 

72–74 75 

75–76 77 

77–79 80 

80–84 85 

85–89 90 

90–94 95 

 

For each student whose GPA exceeds 4.0, his or her class rank will 

be determined by the final class rank GPA, which is determined us-

ing the following method. 

The class rank GPA will be the average of all the grade points 

earned in the following courses: 

 English I, English II, English III, and English IV. 

 Geometry, Algebra II, and two additional mathematics credits. 

 The first additional mathematics credit will be determined 

by the course, completed by the student, that appears 

first on The two additional math credits can come from 

any combination of two courses from the following list: 

Precalculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP Statis-

tics, IB Math Studies, IB Math SL, IB Math HL, Inde-

pendent Study in Mathematics (which must include one 

semester of dual credit College Algebra), Advanced 

Quantitative Reasoning, Algebraic Reasoning, Math 

Models 

 By the end of his/her senior year, if a student is sched-

uled to complete more than two math courses from this 

list above, then the student will be allowed to select the 

two additional math courses that will count in the final 

calculation of class rank GPA. 

CLASS RANK GPA 
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 The second additional mathematics credit will be deter-

mined by the course, completed by the student, that ap-

pears first on the following list: 

AP Calculus BC, AP Calculus AB, AP Statistics, IB Math 

SL, or (if not already counted as the first additional math 

credit) any of the following courses: IB Math Studies, In-

dependent Study in Mathematics (which must include 

one semester of dual credit College Algebra), Advanced 

Quantitative Reasoning, Math Models 

 Biology, Chemistry or Integrated Physics and Chemistry, 

Physics or AP Physics I or Principles of Technology (which-

ever course is taken first by the student), and two additional 

science credits. 

 The first additional science credit will be determined by 

the course, completed by the student, that appears first 

on The two additional science credits can come from any 

combination of two courses from the following list: 

IB DP Biology (year one), IB DP Chemistry (year one), 

IB DP Biology (year two), IB DP Chemistry (year two), 

AP Biology, AP Physics II, AP Environmental Science, 

AP Chemistry, AP Physics C, Earth and Space Science, 

Anatomy and Physiology, dual enrollment Earth Wind & 

Fire, Forensic Science, Earth & Space Science, Environ-

mental Systems, Medical Microbiology, Advanced Animal 

Science, Integrated Physics and Chemistry.  

 By the end of his/her senior year, if a student is sched-

uled to complete more than two science courses from 

this list above, then the student will be allowed to select 

the two additional science courses that will count in the 

final calculation of class rank GPA. 

 The second additional science credit will be determined 

by the course, completed by the student, that appears 

first on the following list: 

IB DP Biology (year two), IB DP Chemistry (year two), 

AP Environmental Science, AP Chemistry, AP Physics C, 

Anatomy and Physiology, Earth and Space Science 

paired with dual enrollment Earth Wind & Fire, Advanced 

Animal Science, Forensic Science. 

 World Geography, U.S. History, Government, Economics, and 

one additional social studies credit:  
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 The additional social studies credit will be determined by 

the any course, completed by the student, that appears 

first on from the following list: 

AP U.S. History, IB History of the Americas (year one), 

Dual Credit U.S. History, AP European History, AP Hu-

man Geography, Psychology and Sociology (if both are 

taken for one semester each), World History. 

 By the end of his/her senior year, if a student is sched-

uled to complete more than one credit from this list 

above, then the student will be allowed to select the so-

cial studies course that will count in the final calculation 

of class rank GPA. 

 Two advanced levels of the same language other than Eng-

lish (either Spanish II and III or French II and III). 

Therefore, the class rank GPA is determined based on a total of 38 

semester grades (eight from English, eight from mathematics, ten 

from science, eight from social studies, and four from languages 

other than English). 

If a student with an initial GPA of 4.0 or above does not complete 

any of the 38 semester grades listed above, then a score of 0 

(zero) grade points will be used for these semesters in the calcula-

tion of the class rank GPA. 
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